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to increase volunteerism, as social entre-
preneurs try new approaches, technology in-
creases access and expands service, and cor-
porate volunteers provide pro bono skills to
nonprofit organizations;

Whereas the Serve America Act increases
volunteer opportunities for people of all ages
in the United States, with a focus on dis-
advantaged youth, seniors, and veterans;

Whereas the Serve America Act promotes
social innovation by supporting and expand-
ing proven programs and builds the capacity
of individuals, nonprofit organizations, and
communities to volunteer; and

Whereas the Serve America Act leverages
service to assist in meeting challenges in the
areas of education, health, clean energy, vet-
erans assistance, and economic opportunity:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes that service is of significant
value to the United States; and

(2) commemorates the first anniversary of
the Serve America Act (Public Law 111-13;
123 Stat. 1460) (also known as the ‘“‘Edward
M. Kennedy Serve America Act’’); and

(3) encourages every person in the United
States to continue to answer the call to
serve.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 496—DESIG-
NATING APRIL 23, 2010, AS “NA-
TIONAL ADOPT A LIBRARY DAY”

Mr. WEBB (for himself, Mr. WARNER,
Mr. COCHRAN, and Ms. SNOWE) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which
was considered and agreed to:

S. RES. 496

Whereas libraries are an essential part of
the communities and the national system of
education in the United States;

Whereas the people of the United States
benefit significantly from libraries that
serve as an open place for people of all ages
and backgrounds to make use of books and
other resources that offer pathways to learn-
ing, self-discovery, and the pursuit of knowl-
edge;

Whereas the libraries of the United States
depend on the generous donations and sup-
port of individuals and groups to ensure that
people who are unable to purchase books
still have access to a wide variety of re-
sources;

Whereas certain nonprofit organizations
facilitate the donation of books to schools
and libraries across the United States—

(1) to extend the joys of reading to millions
of people of the United States; and

(2) to prevent used books from being
thrown away;

Whereas, as of the date of agreement to
this resolution, the libraries of the United
States have provided valuable resources to
individuals affected by the economic crisis
by encouraging continued education and job
training; and

Whereas several States that recognize the
importance of libraries and reading have
adopted resolutions commemorating April 23
as ‘‘Adopt A Library Day’’: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates April 23, 2010, as ‘‘National
Adopt A Library Day’’;

(2) honors the organizations that facilitate
donations to schools and libraries;

(3) urges all people of the United States
who own unused books to donate the unused
books to local libraries;

(4) strongly supports children and families
who take advantage of the resources pro-
vided by schools and libraries; and

(5) encourages the people of the United
States to observe the day with appropriate
ceremonies and activities.
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SENATE RESOLUTION 497—DESIG-
NATING THE THIRD WEEK OF
APRIL 2010 AS “NATIONAL SHAK-
EN BABY SYNDROME AWARE-
NESS WEEK”

Mr. DODD (for himself, Mr. ALEX-
ANDER, Mr. JOHNSON, Mr. LIEBERMAN,
and Mr. BAYH) submitted the following
resolution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. RES. 497

Whereas the month of April has been des-
ignated ‘‘National Child Abuse Prevention
Month’ as an annual tradition initiated in
1979 by President Jimmy Carter;

Whereas the National Child Abuse and Ne-
glect Data System reports that 772,000 chil-
dren were victims of abuse and neglect in the
United States in 2008, causing unspeakable
pain and suffering for our most vulnerable
citizens;

Whereas approximately 95,000 of those chil-
dren were younger than 1 year old;

Whereas more than 4 children die each day
in the United States as a result of abuse or
neglect;

Whereas children younger than 1 year old
accounted for over 40 percent of all child
abuse and neglect fatalities in 2008, and chil-
dren younger than 4 years old accounted for
nearly 80 percent of all child abuse and ne-
glect fatalities in 2008;

Whereas abusive head trauma, including
the trauma known as Shaken Baby Syn-
drome, is recognized as the leading cause of
death among physically abused children;

Whereas Shaken Baby Syndrome can re-
sult in loss of vision, brain damage, paral-
ysis, seizures, or death;

Whereas medical professionals believe that
thousands of additional cases of Shaken
Baby Syndrome and other forms of abusive
head trauma are being misdiagnosed or left
undetected;

Whereas Shaken Baby Syndrome often re-
sults in permanent and irreparable brain
damage or death of the infant and may re-
sult in extraordinary costs for medical care
during the first few years of the life of the
child;

Whereas the most effective solution for
preventing Shaken Baby Syndrome is to pre-
vent the abuse, and it is clear that the mini-
mal costs of education and prevention pro-
grams may avert enormous medical and dis-
ability costs and immeasurable amounts of
grief for many families;

Whereas prevention programs have dem-
onstrated that educating new parents about
the danger of shaking young children and
how to protect their children from injury
can significantly reduce the number of cases
of Shaken Baby Syndrome;

Whereas education programs raise aware-
ness and provide critically important infor-
mation about Shaken Baby Syndrome to
parents, caregivers, childcare providers,
child protection employees, law enforcement
personnel, health care professionals, and
legal representatives;

Whereas National Shaken Baby Syndrome
Awareness Week and efforts to prevent child
abuse, including Shaken Baby Syndrome, are
supported by groups across the TUnited
States, including groups formed by parents
and relatives of children who have been in-
jured or killed by shaking, whose mission is
to educate the general public and profes-
sionals about Shaken Baby Syndrome and to
increase support for victims and their fami-
lies within the health care and criminal jus-
tice systems;

Whereas 20 States have enacted legislation
related to preventing and increasing aware-
ness of Shaken Baby Syndrome;
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Whereas the Senate has designated the
third week of April as ‘‘National Shaken
Baby Syndrome Awareness Week’ each year
since 2005; and

Whereas the Senate strongly supports ef-
forts to protect children from abuse and ne-
glect: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates the third week of April 2010
as ‘‘National Shaken Baby Syndrome Aware-
ness Week’’;

(2) commends hospitals, childcare councils,
schools, community groups, and other orga-
nizations that are—

(A) working to increase awareness of the
danger of shaking young children;

(B) educating parents and caregivers on
how they can help protect children from in-
juries caused by abusive shaking; and

(C) helping families cope effectively with
the challenges of child-rearing and other
stresses in their lives; and

(3) encourages the people of the United
States—

(A) to remember the victims of Shaken
Baby Syndrome; and

(B) to participate in educational programs
to help prevent Shaken Baby Syndrome.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 498—DESIG-
NATING APRIL 2010 AS “NA-
TIONAL CHILD ABUSE PREVEN-
TION MONTH”

Ms. COLLINS (for herself and Mr.
DoDD) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary:

S. RES. 498

Whereas, in 2008, approximately 772,000
children were determined to be victims of
abuse or neglect;

Whereas, in 2008, an estimated 1,740 chil-
dren died as a result of abuse or neglect;

Whereas, in 2008, an estimated 80 percent of
the children who died due to abuse or neglect
were under the age of 4;

Whereas, in 2008, of the children under the
age of 4 who died due to abuse or neglect, the
majority were under the age of 1;

Whereas abused or neglected children have
a higher risk in adulthood for developing
health problems, including alcoholism, de-
pression, drug abuse, eating disorders, obe-
sity, suicide, and certain chronic diseases;

Whereas a National Institute of Justice
study indicated that abused or neglected
children—

(1) are 11-times more likely to be arrested
for criminal behavior as juveniles; and

(2) are 2.7-times more likely to be arrested
for violent and criminal behavior as adults;

Whereas an estimated 1/3 of abused or ne-
glected children grow up to abuse or neglect
their own children;

Whereas providing community-based serv-
ices to families impacted by child abuse or
neglect may be far less costly than—

(1) the emotional and physical damage in-
flicted on children who have been abused or
neglected;

(2) providing to abused or neglected chil-
dren services, including child protective, law
enforcement, court, foster care, or health
care services; or

(3) providing treatment to adults recov-
ering from child abuse; and

Whereas child abuse or neglect has long-
term economic and societal costs: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates April 2010 as ‘‘National Child
Abuse Prevention Month’’;

(2) recognizes and applauds the national
and community organizations that work to
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